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(57)Abstraot: ' . . 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a security mechanism 

based on a registered password. ■ ' 

SOLUTION: When a PC is booted, a security program is executed. 
The security program urges a user to input a password, and this is 
enciphered by a stored key. and the enciphered password is 
compared with the stored password. When those passwords are 
not coincident, the boot is abandoned, and the PC is invalidated. 
Only when those passwords are coincident, the boot is continued, 
and the use of the PC is authorized. 
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